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“Every day you may make 
progress. Every step may be 
fruitful. Yet there will stretch 
out before you an ever-
lengthening, ever-ascending, 
ever-improving path. You know 
you will never get to the end 
of the journey. But this, so far 
from discouraging, only adds to 
the joy and glory of the climb.” 
These are the words of Winston 
Churchill, and they certainly 
resonate well at Prep!

2013 commenced with a new lease on life and energy. We started the year 
with 251 pupils, 16 more pupils for the same period in 2012. Especially 
pleasing is that our boarder numbers are up in both the junior and senior 
phases of the school.

An extraordinary amount of building alterations took place over the 
December vacation, the results of which have significantly improved the 
condition of our school, and have provided greater suitability in terms of 
the allocated usage of spaces for educational needs. 

The recently completed alterations and improvements to Robert House 
have resulted in an outstanding boarding product offering. We are now 
certainly well poised to position ourselves as the Independent primary 
boarding school of choice in South Africa!

A number of academic policies and practices have been tweaked and 
improved, all of which contribute to a strong sense of scholastic excellence 
and academic rigour. Yet, our programme remains a broad based one, 
stimulating a love for the great outdoors, developing the children’s cultural 
and artistic abilities and so much more.

Old Preppies



Thanks to the generosity of numerous 
Old Preppies and The GBS Mutual 
Bank, we received sufficient funding to 
be the first school in Grahamstown and 
the Albany region to roll out an iPad 
programme to our Grade 4 class.  If we 
are to ensure that our Preppies are part 
of the digital revolution and are able 
to communicate and function in the 
global economy of the 21st century, we 
need to remain abreast of technological 
developments.

As we continiously seek to add value to our programme and to broaden our children’s minds and grow leaders, we have initiated 
a new programme called the ‘Gr 6 UK Visitorship Experience’.  On the basis of strong inter-personal, ambassadorial, scholastic 
and other skills, two of our Grade 6 pupils, along with one of our teachers will travel to the UK in May.  They will undertake 
various cultural, historical and educational visits to various institutions, and  will spend time at an independent school  Newland 
House in Twickenham, where they will be hosted by a family with boys in Year 6.

I mentioned in the previous newsletter that the establishment of a strong and sustainable Bursary and Scholarships Fund is 
paramount to ensuring that Prep has a full school roll by responding to the dynamics of the current economic climate, and 
the challenges experienced in the Eastern Cape with changing population and employment demographics. I am delighted to 
report that following my visit to the UK late last year,  this drive received a serious boost with the donation of GB£ 40 000, and 
a willingness to coordinate and orchestrate the doubling up of that amount. I extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to all 
donors.

On the sporting front, 
our Preppies continue to 
compete strongly. 

During a traditional ‘derby 
day’ of cricket against our 
old friend Kingswood, the 
6 teams competing on the 
day all recorded victories. 
The u13A team travelled 
to Johannesburg for the 
Independent schools’ festival 
and made a good fist of their 
games over the 4 days of 
superb cricketing action. 

A large number of our boys 
were selected to represent 
the Albany swimming and 
tennis teams.



Our musical maestro, Mrs Carmen 
O’Donoghue continues to extract 
the very best performances from 
our children and has introduced 
a violin group down in the junior 
grades – it is a delight to see these 
small children literally getting to 
grips with their instruments! 

The Senior Primary choir presented 
a powerful Easter Cantata which 
was thoroughly enjoyed by a 
packed Memory Hall.

Thank you to all the Old Preppies who donated 
money to the Memory Hall project.  We raised 
sufficient funds to buy the 30 wooden chairs 
needed as well as a new staff table.  These are 
now in the Hall and add greatly to its appearance.  
There are still funds left over which will be used 
to restore the photos displayed at the back of the 
Hall of OPs who died in the two World Wars.  A list 
of donors will also be displayed.

Our most difficult task has been trying to match 
the “Legends” of Prep – former staff who served 
our school with exceptional dedication – to just 
30 chairs.  It is extraordinary how many men and 
women worked for Prep for 20, 30 or even 40 
years.  Even after a decision to include husbands 
and wives on the same chair, we still do not have 
enough chairs to honour everyone, so we have 
been forced to put two name plaques on each chair. This has created space for future staff to be honoured as well. When funds 
are available we hope to erect honours boards on which the names of all staff members will be recorded – replicating the carved 
names of the Old Preppies on the boards within the school.

Prep ‘Legends’
30 Years +
Ethel Mullins  1889 – 1934 Principal, 1889 – 1904
Nonie Mullins  1901 – 1945 Ist Form, Piano
Major Alec Mullins  1914, 1919 –  Headmaster 1930 – 1947
   1947  
Amy Smith  1916 – 1950 4th Form,  Matron
Griff Mullins  1928 – 1970 Headmaster, 1948 – 1970,   
    Sport, Drama
Louise Mullins   1931 – 1970 Part-time teaching
Joan Bromhead  1951 – 1981 1st Form/Std 1, Museum club
Lorraine Mullins  1961 – 1997 Housemaster, Second Master,  
    Sport, Drama, Outdoor Education
Michelle Vermeulen  1970 – 1997,  Afrikaans, Festival equipment
    2003 – 2008 Matron
Ronwynne Barnard  1971, 1975 –  Std 2, Grade 4, Computers
    2009

20 Years +  
Rev. Robert      1904 – 1930 Headmaster 1905 – 1930
George Mullins   Founder of the Boarding   
    School
Laura (Lolly) Mullins 1936 – 1957 2nd Form, Rugby, Farm   
    ‘manager’ Fairlawn
Ronald Kirby          1942 – 1969 School Singing, Choir
Dorothy Cory       1945 – 1970 Music, Plays, Choir
Joyce Ginn       1945 – 1970 Art, Housemistress
Ted Rivett-Carnac       1946 – 1962 Housemaster, Second Master,  
    Sport
Anna van Wyk      1957 – 1977 Afrikaans
Hugonda Breytenbach   1966 – 1968, Afrikaans, Art & Craft 
     1976 – 1995 
Cilla Crankshaw    1976 – 1995 Std 3, Tennis
June Weldrick    1978 – 1998 Head of Department Junior Prep 
Peter Weldrick    1977 – 2013 Std 4, Housemaster,   
    Musical, Drama, Junior Prep Plays



Two of our Grade 7s, Kieron Baart and Sebastian Paton 
have been selected along with two girls from DSG Junior to 
represent the region at the International Maths Competition 
to be held in Bulgaria.

My appreciation is extended to all Old Preppies for your goodwill and thoughts. Please do pop into Prep if you are ever in town 
and feel free to take a walk down memory lane!

Kind regards

Gareth Allman 
HEADMASTER

Blazer pins of the Prep badge have been designed and 
produced for Old Prep girls as an attractive alternative 
to the Old Prep tie.  Ten Grade 12 DSG leavers were the 
first recipients of these badges at the Leavers’ Dinner in 
September.  The Grade 3 leavers were given their badges 
at the end of the year.  They now wear their Old Prep pins 
on their DSG blazers with great pride. In future all girls will 
receive blazer pins at the end of their Grade 3 year, in the 
same way the Grade 7 boys receive their OP ties at Feast. 
We hope that the many Old Girls who left Prep prior to last 
year will buy their pins from The Highlander and wear them 
with pride.

Gill van Rensburg  1991 – 2013 Junior Prep, Swimming, 
    Junior Prep Plays 
Margie Laing  1992 – 2012 Music

10 Years +
Mrs. Streatfield  1914 – 1925 Music
Vera Tanner  1929 – 1939 Teacher, Swimming
J.L. (Ozzie) Osborn 1949 – 1960 Housemaster, Book-keeper,  
    Fund-raiser for Memory Hall
Fay Osborn  1949 – 1960 Nursing Sister, Caterer
‘Pep’ Terry  1956 – 1974 4th Form, Std 4
Michael Ginn  1968 – 1980 Housemaster, Std 4, Art, Sport
Anthony Parnell   1971 – 1980 Headmaster, Top Class, Sports  
    coach, Drama 
Brian Carlson   1981 – 1999 Headmaster, Children’s   
    Festival, Entrepreneurship
Angie Carlson  1981 – 1999 Junior Prep
Jill Westcott  1971 – 1980 Music, Choir, Drama
Joyce Coetzer  1982 – 2001 Junior Prep

Kate Marx      1983 – 1993 Librarian 
Steve Elkington     1984 – 2003 Housemaster, Std 4, Sport,   
    Outdoor Education
Bleddyn Roy Baxter    1986 – 2001 Housemaster, Std 5, Sport
Alison Mathieson     1989 – 1999 Head of Pre-Primary, Prep   
    Carnival
Jean Schäfer     1989 – 2004,  Pre-Primary, Head of 
    2011  Pre-Primary
Bruce White     1991 – 2007 Grd 5, Housemaster, Sport
Grace White   1992 – 2005 Librarian, Grd 6, Science
Graham Gooden    1999 – 2011 Headmaster, Grd 7, Hockey,  
    Squash, Junior Prep Rugby
Debbie Lowe   2000 – 2013 Junior Prep Academic Support
Kay Barker   1996 – 2013 Junior Prep, Pre-Primary,   
    Junior Prep Library
Cheryth Robertson   2001 – 2013 Junior Prep & Pre-Primary   
    Music
Caroline Boshoff   2003 – 2013 Junior Prep, Junior Prep Sport
 
  


