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What hope is there for Africa? Since the heady days of decolonisation the story seems to be one of 
unrelenting disaster – dictatorship, ethnic conflict, civil war, and economic failure.  All this has been 
compounded by natural disasters – including the scourge of AIDS. But there is another, less reported, story 
of Africa; throwing off the colonial past, gaining in pride and embracing the crucial management function; all 
this in the context of fruitful collaboration with Western business and, increasingly, with Asian markets. 

Jonathan Lawley paints a vivid and convincing picture of solid political, social and economic progress. Beyond 
the Malachite Hills is a remarkable testament to his long-lasting and profound involvement with this often 
misunderstood continent.

‘Every now and then one comes across a truly special memoir, and Beyond the Malachite Hills deserves 
to become a classic of its genre: a poignant, evocative, nostalgic account of a remarkable career that 
was dominated by Africa.’ 

– Michael Holman, Africa Editor, Financial Times (1984–2002)

‘A really impressive account which offers a unique understanding and grasp of this period in African 
history.’ 

– Wilf Mbanga, Editor of The Zimbabwean

‘This is a remarkable book.  Jonathan Lawley’s account of the elections in Rhodesia/Zimbabwe 
could not be bettered.’ 

– Professor Kenneth Ingham 

‘A lively and important narrative.’  

– Anthony Kirk-Greene, Emeritus Fellow of St Antony’s College, Oxford

‘For anyone interested in Africa, its recent history and its future, Beyond the Malachite Hills is a 
must... penetrating, comprehensive and objective.’ 

– Lord Luce

JOnATHAn LAWLEy is consultant to the Business Council for Africa.  He was born in India and educated in South 
Africa and at Cambridge. Lawley joined the British Colonial Service in pre-independence northern Rhodesia and 
served in post-independence Zambia.  He has lived and worked throughout Africa.
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